[Pertussis vaccine in adolescents and adults].
Despite high immunisation rates in infancy, Bordetella pertussis is still circulating in industrialised countries, causing severe infections in infants too young to be vaccinated, as well as an important number of long lasting cough episodes in older children, adolescents and young adults. The limited duration of the protection resulting from vaccination in the 2 first years of life is probably responsible for the insufficient control of the disease. The development of acellular pertussis vaccines has allowed immunisation of school age children, and an adult formulation is now available. The indications of this vaccine will be discussed.